THE   TARPEIAN  ROCK

Canada we went at once to the United States. During the trip
Simone gave me a surprise. I had some notes to prepare in English.
She said to me:

'You can dictate them, to me.'

'But you don't know English shorthand.'

'Yes, I do ... I have learned it during the war.'

This new accomplishment was to be of great service to us in the
United States.

To find ourselves once more in New York sadly evoked the
shining memories of the preceding year. To our personal suffering
was added the distress of finding public opinion in large part hostile
to France. Not only was our unhappy country occupied, despoiled
and humiliated, but it was slandered as well. With sorrow and sur-
prise we became aware of the development of a campaign, highly
suspect in origin, that charged our soldiers with not having defended
themselves. I, however, had seen our armies and our leaders; I knew
their faults, but also their virtues; I knew the fault had been not a
lack of courage but a lack of preparation, and if one were looking
for those responsible they were to be found in England and in
America as well as in France.

Hence came the idea that I ought to write with as much exactitude
as possible what I had seen in this war and reveal what, in my
opinion, had been the causes of the disaster. In haste I wrote a
number of articles which were subsequently collected in a volume
under the title of Tragedie en France. It was the month of August
1940. New York was submerged beneath a wave of humid heat
and in order to work I had to stay between two electric fans. When
the articles were published I received many moving letters.

*At last we can hold our heads up/ wrote the sailors from a French
boat interned in the harbour of New York.

1 wept a great deal while reading your book,* said a little French
dressmaker, 'but you have restored my pride.'

As for the British readers, all those who knew the facts considered
that I had been fair in what I said about the relations between the
two countries. One of the English writers, for whom I have the

281